
It is my great pleasure to update you on the most recent activities of Climate Strategies.

Firstly – we would like to congratulate Heleen de Coninck of Radboud University on her election as Chair of the 
Board and welcome Charlotte Streck of Climate Focus as a new Board member. 

Secondly – we would like to draw your attention to the outcomes of the first Global Climate Policy Conference 
which we organised together with CDKN in early May 2014. The conference looked into how research can help 
unblock a climate deal. We will discuss this issue at a side event at Bonn on 12 June 2014 – we hope to see 
you there and look forward to a good discussion.

Thirdly – as always we have the pleasure of inviting you to review our ongoing projects. Out of the wide range 
we would highlight two: on 2030 EU climate policy – this project is focusing on solidarity, energy security, 
reforming the EU ETS, governance and future of energy intensives; and on consumption-based accounting for 
carbon – this multi-year EU-funded project could have great implications for international climate negotiations. 
Please see the articles below in this newsletter for more details.

Fourthly – if you feel inspired by our work, we invite you to contribute to our ongoing and future projects. Our 
primary objective is to carry out multi-funder policy-relevant climate and energy projects with contributions 
from governments, companies and philanthropic foundations. This – along with our multinational research 
teams, our track record and our reputation – is a guarantee of the independence of our work.

Meet us in person or online on Twitter, LinkedIn or Climate Strategies blog.

With best regards,

Andrzej Błachowicz 
Managing Director

andrzej.blachowicz@climatestrategies.org
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Follow and retweet CS: twitter.com/climatestrat for updates on events and reports.

Get connected to Climate Strategies on the professional networking site LinkedIn:  
linkedin.com/company/climate-strategies

OUR BLOG: Read about the 20th anniversary of the UNFCCC, and the implications  
of going beyond the 2 degree warming ceiling. climatestrategies.wordpress.com

Digital versions of our newsletters can be found at 
www.climatestrategies.org/about-us/newsletter-archive

Visit the Climate Strategies website: www.climatestrategies.org
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Climate Policy Journal

Climate Strategies has a long-standing relationship 
with Climate Policy, the peer-reviewed journal now 
published by Taylor & Francis.

In January 2014 Peter Mallaburn took over the 
role of Editor of the Journal from Richard Lorch, 
who leaves after seven successful years. We 
look forward to a continued and strengthening 
partnership with the Journal in presenting relevant 
and impactful climate policy research.

We would like to invite all researchers interested 
in making a difference to climate policy to submit 
their papers to the Climate Policy Journal. 
Selected articles from the most recent and 
upcoming issue include:

  Current approaches to MRV in South Africa;

  Input–output and life-cycle emissions 
accounting: applications in the real world;

  Costs of meeting international climate targets 
without nuclear power;

  Linking the CDM with domestic carbon markets.

  Initial experiences of the Adaptation Fund

  Benchmark-based allocations in EU ETS Phase 3

  New Zealand’s abandonment of the Carbon 
Neutral Public Service Program

WEBSITE: http://climatestrategies.org/climate-
policy-journal.html

BLOG: http://climatestrategies.wordpress.com/

Forthcoming Journal Issues in 2014

  “Climate Policy for Technology Development and 
Transfer”, guest edited by Heleen de Coninck (CS 
Chair) and Ambuj Sagar (CS Board Member).

  “The Political Economy of Readiness for 
REDD+”, guest edited by Dr Peter Minang 
and Dr Meine van Noordwijk from the World 
Agroforestry Centre.

Climate Strategies at COP19 

In Warsaw in late 2013, Climate Strategies 
had its most significant presence ever at a UN 
Climate Conference. We hosted six side events 
on various topics derived from our members’ 
research and activities related to international, 
European and Asian climate policy, and 
organised a week-long exhibit. Please see the 
full report: http://www.climatestrategies.org/
events/2013-events.html

News from our Members

Michael Grubb’s Planetary Economics: Energy, 
Climate Change and the Three Domains of 
Sustainable Development.

Our Board member and former chair of Climate 
Strategies Michael Grubb has recently published a 
major new study of the principles of environmental 
and sustainability economics, in association with 
Karsten Neuhoff (CS Board member) and Jean-
Charles Hourcade (past Board member).

WEBSITE: http://climatestrategies.org/
events/2014-events/book.html 

Contact details
Climate Strategies 
c/o UCL Energy Institute 
Central House, 14 Upper Woburn Place 
London WC1H 0NN

T: +44 2031085936

info@climatestrategies.org

Climate Strategies Board: Heleen de Coninck (Chair),  
Michael Grubb, Karsten Neuhoff, Axel Michaelowa,  
Charlotte Streck. 

Climate Strategies Secretariat: Henry Derwent (CEO),  
Andrzej Błachowicz (MD), Eleonora Arcese (RA).
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Policy Outlook by Henry Derwent – But is it Fair?

The expectations for Paris in 2015 are already rising. But there is a danger that it will disappoint, like many 
“big” COPs before it, unless there is some very hard thinking now about a very difficult subject. What does 
“applicable to all Parties”, one of the key phrases in the Durban text, actually mean? Outside the negotiating 
room, there are many hints that China and others acknowledge that Common But Differentiated Responsibilities 
and the black and white classifications of Convention and Protocol are no longer the ultimate test, and that 
there could be gradations of differentiation for Parties. But the outcome must be fair.

So, what new scheme of graduated contributions or targets, ignoring for the moment the form they take or the 
legal force behind them, would have a chance of being regarded as fair by a critical mass of Parties? Curiously, 
the same debate is about to happen again in the EU, as the distribution of responsibilities between Member 
States for achieving Europe’s new emissions targets, for 2030 and perhaps beyond, comes into view. Forget the 
differences in the mechanisms and the power of the central authority to impose: the key issue is the same. What 
tests and analyses should be used to feed, though not determine (this is politics), a debate on the fairness of a 
distribution of emissions reduction over a period when the relative economic strength of countries is changing?

The best service the research and analytical community can provide to help the negotiators through these 
debates is to unpack the various notions of fairness in this context, test the data and arguments behind them, 
and offer a wide variety of worked-through examples, possibilities, and signposts. At Climate Strategies we will 
be promoting solid, credible analysis of the distributional principles that could plausibly be used and their pros 
and cons. That debate is beginning in Europe now, before the final agreement on the numbers to distribute.  
And at the UN, however difficult the issue is, it may rob Paris of an outcome unless we start to confront it now.

Henry Derwent, Chief Executive, Climate Strategies

‘Less Talk More Agreement: How Research Can Help 
Unblock a Climate Deal’

With 1.5 years left to deliver a global agreement on action 
to tackle climate change in Paris in 2015 (COP 21), Climate 
Strategies and CDKN took a closer look at the issues 
stymieing negotiations and ways to break the deadlock. 
The conference agenda was informed by submissions and 
contributions by researchers selected via a competitive 
process. The GCPC brought together researchers and 
analysts from academia and think-tanks, together with 
negotiators and other practitioners to identify new 
economic, social and political ideas and analysis to help 
move things forward. Six thematic sessions discussed  
such topics as sustainable development and green growth, links between mitigation, adaptation and finance,  
CBDR and RC, equity, private finance and technology integration approaches. 

We intend to organise the GCPC on an annual basis so if you are interested to submit a topic for 2015 – please get  
in touch with us already now: info@climatestrategies.org

SIDE-EVENT: Bonn, 12.06.2014, 13:15 – 14:45, Ministry of Transport, room: Metro, click here for the agenda:  
http://climatestrategies.org/events/2014-events/bonn-june-2014.html

WEBSITE: http://www.climatestrategies.org/research/current-projects/climate-a-development-knowledge-network-
cdkn.html (Conference Summary and video, other materials)

UPCOMING PUBLICATION: 

Papers filling out the presentations made at the conference will be assembled in a professionally-edited and peer-
reviewed volume to be published later in the year. 

Global Climate Policy Conference (GCPC) 2014

Carbon emission mitigation by 
Consumption-based Accounting  
and Policy (Carbon-CAP)

The Carbon-CAP Project, “Carbon emission 
mitigation by Consumption-based Accounting and 
Policy”, funded by the European Union, addresses 
head-on the vexed issue of consumption-based 
accounting for carbon. It aims to stimulate innovative 
demand-side oriented policies by improving 
our understanding of consumption data and its 
implications. Specifically, with this project we intend 
to open up the possibility of creating implementable 
Consumption-based Carbon Accounting systems and 
related policies that are scientifically validated and 
politically accepted.

Climate Strategies is part of the large consortium,  
led by TNO (Netherlands), delivering this project,  
and is responsible for the linkages between policy 
and science.

WEBSITE: www.carboncap.eu

UPCOMING EVENTS: Our next stakeholder 
workshop will be held in Cambridge on the 
7th and 8th of October 2014. You are all very 
welcome to participate!

The EU 2030 Framework for Climate 
Change Policy 

The objective of this project convened by Climate 
Strategies and IDDRI (Paris) is to provide innovative, 
scientifically robust policy analysis on targeted issues 
within the debate on the post-2020 European Union’s 
climate and energy policy framework.

The project involves a core group of researchers who 
work within three parallel work streams:

  Work stream 1: Approaches to EU effort sharing, 
solidarity and reconciling energy security and 
climate agendas, and finance. 

  Work stream 2: Reforming the EU Emissions 
Trading Scheme

  Work stream 3: The Governance of the 2030 
Package

Most outcomes of the project will be ready in the fall 
2014, at least in draft versions, in time for the internal 
political discussion within the EU

WEBSITE: http://www.climatestrategies.org/
research/current-projects/europe-2030.html

SEE ALSO: Our February 2014 overview:  
‘Staying with the Leaders: Europe’s Path  
to a Successful Low-Carbon Economy’  
(http://www.climatestrategies.org/research/our-
reports/category/73/382.html)

Modelling: Informing the EU ETS

This project provides a much closer analytical look 
at the future design of the EU Emissions Trading 
scheme. We have gathered a group of researchers 
from around the world to work on the impact of 
the Market Stability Reserve proposed by the EU 
Commission and other approaches. By comparing 
the outputs of their models the team aims to provide 
a robust quantitative analysis to complement 
the qualitative and other data presented by the 
Commission in January 2014. Results are expected  
in the autumn of 2014.

 

Carbon Control Post 2020 in Energy 
Intensive Industries in the EU 

This project, funded by several governments and 
industrial companies, is investigating the experience 
of energy intensive sectors in Europe with EU ETS 
and other energy and climate policies. Three sectors 
are analysed: cement, steel and chemicals with 
the aim to produce three sectoral reports, and a 
summary applicable across sectors. 

The first report, on the cement sector, has been 
published and is available here 

WEBSITE: http://www.climatestrategies.org/
research/current-projects/carbon-control-
post-2020.html

UPCOMING EVENTS AND REPORTS: Launch  
of the steel report: July 2014 in Brussels. 

Mobilizing and transferring knowledge  
on post-2012 climate policy (POLIMP)

The POLIMP project, “Mobilizing and transferring 
knowledge on post-2012 climate policy”, funded by 
the European Union, aims at supplying decision-
makers with easily accessible information that may 
help them in performing their duties. It will produce a 
knowledge platform – an online information exchange 
on contemporary and future climate policy initiatives. 
Climate Strategies is part of a consortium led by JIN.

WEBSITE: www.polimp.eu

UPCOMING EVENTS: On 15th of October 2014 
Climate Strategies will host a workshop in 
London on financing renewable energy. We invite 
you to participate!

HIGHLIGHTS ON PROJECTS AND RECENT REPORTS
Follow @climatestrat for updates on events and reports.
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